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. three lanes, but its neighbors

State starts over
-on Willow Road

At the end of 2008, Willow -
Road in Northfield appeared to
be headed for a four-lanie config-
uration. At the end of this year,
it's back to square one.

The Ilinois Department ot‘
Transportation announced in
June that, it would start over on ~
Willow Road, scrappmg previ-
ous studies. o

Under eonmderatwn -is”
whether the state should widen |
the 1.2-mile stretch of Willow =
Road in Northfield — from Suri-
set Ridge Road-to Northfield .’
Road. Currently, it is twolanes:: ;

Either side of that stretch is .
four lanes. -

Northfield has argued W'il]p
Road should be no wider. than

the west have called for: Il.othmg 3

short of four lanes te ﬁllevl te -

traffic. W -
A study cqmpleted moxe ‘than- -

a year ago — by the Willow Road ~

. Ephancement StEermgCommlt-

tee — did not conclude whether
the road should be widened, al-
though members acknowledged
a strong local sentiment for

*:,"three lanes,

Before than, IDOT had com-
mitted to a project to widen the
‘road to three lanes, based on a
study completed in 1999. The

- widéning would have begun in

'2005_if that study, too, had not

ﬁeeﬁ seratched.

- And-up until the most recent-
Iy ammunced study, IDOT was

: i prephrmg to widen the road to
" four lanes.

A "Community Advisory
Group" will meet during the next
two years to create a new plan.
The 25-meinber committee has
13 Northfield representatives.
Other members represent Glen-

“view, Northbrook and Winnet- -

ka.
" The latest study i i expected
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