AGENDA
VILLAGE OF NORTHFIELD
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
Tuesday, April 20, 2021
A meeting of the Committee of the Whole of the Village of Northfield is scheduled for
Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. to be held remotely via a Zoom webinar
Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81078522563
Or iPhone one-tap: US: +13126266799,,81078522563# or
16465588656,,81078522563#
Or Telephone: Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
US: +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646 558 8656 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 346 248 7799 or
+1 669 900 9128 or +1 253 215 8782
Webinar ID: 810 7852 2563
International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kMGdasQEM

The Agenda is as follows:
1. Call to order.
2. Approval of the March 16, 2021 Committee of the Whole Report of Proceedings
3. Adjourn to Closed Session to approve the Closed Session meeting minutes from
January 19, 2021 pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(21) and to set the price for the sale
or lease of real property pursuant to Section 2(c)(6) of the Open Meetings Act
4. Other business.
5. Adjournment.
The Village of Northfield is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with disabilities who
plan to attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this
meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact the Village
Manager’s office at 847/446-9200 or 847/446-7131 (TDD) at least one week prior to the meeting, if possible, to allow the Village of
Northfield to make reasonable accommodations for those persons.

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
VILLAGE OF NORTHFIELD
TUESDAY, March 16, 2021
The Committee of the Whole meeting was called to order remotely via Zoom, due to the
COVID-19 crisis, by Village President Joan Frazier on Tuesday, March 16, 2021 at 5:30 p.m.
Village Clerk Stacy Sigman called the roll as follows:
Committee Members Present:
Trustee Tom Terrill – Joined the meeting at 5:42
Trustee John Goodwin
Trustee Greg Lungmus
Trustee Charles Orth
Trustee Todd Fowler
Trustee Tom Whittaker

Absent:

President Joan Frazier
Others Present:
Village Manager Stacy Sigman, Community Development Director Steve Gutierrez, Director of
Administrative Services Melissa Jewett, Finance Director Kyle Cratty, Village Attorney Everette
Hill and Go Green Northfield resident Betsy Kochvar.
Approval of the February 16, 2021 Report of Proceedings
Trustee Goodwin made a motion, seconded by Trustee Lungmus, to approve the February 16,
2021 Report of Proceedings. The roll call vote of approval was unanimous.
Approval of the March 2, 2021 Report of Proceedings -Proposed FY2021/2022 Village
Budget
Trustee Orth made a motion, seconded by Trustee Whittaker, to approve the March 2, 2021
Report of Proceedings regarding the proposed FY2021/2022 Village Budget. The roll call vote of
approval was unanimous.
Discussion continued from the February 16, 2021 Committee of the Whole meeting on a
seasonal ban of gas powered leaf blowers
President Frazier remarked that at the February 16, 2021 Committee of the Whole meeting Betsy
Kochvar presented a proposal, on behalf of Go Green Northfield, requesting the Village consider
a ban on the use of gas-powered leaf blowers (GLB’s.) Due to time constraints, discussion of this
matter was continued to this meeting.
Head of the Go Green Northfield – Land, Air and Water Subcommittee, Betsy Kochvar, asked
the Board to consider banning GLB’s from May 15 through September 30. She noted that
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electric and battery leaf blowers would be allowed all year. Betsy Kochvar presented slides (see
attached PowerPoint slides at the end) addressing questions and concerns surrounding GLB’s.
She asked the Board to carefully consider the benefits of passing this ordinance.
Trustee Whittaker noted that President Frazier’s newsletter was very biased in favor of the ban
on GLB’s and he was concerned that this had been put out to residents before the Village Board
had time to discuss the matter. In the past, he noted that she had not held this stance and
questioned her change in viewpoint.
President Frazier noted that she had been educated by Go Green, changed her mind, and was
now in favor of the ban of GLB’s during this timeframe. She called for drafting an ordinance so
the existing board could vote since this board had heard the discussions on the ban and they
might not still be in office next month due to the election.
Trustee Whittaker thanked Betsy for the information. He stated that Northfield was unique
because many of its properties were larger pieces of land. He remarked that he had contacted
several landscape companies and was told there could be up to a 51% increase in their costs and
charges to residents. Trustee Whittaker was not in favor of the ban on GLB’s.
Trustee Orth noted that he had received numerous phone calls, emails, and texts and the majority
were against the ban on GLB’s. He said that there was unwanted noise everywhere and leaf
blowers were essential to clean-up. Trustee Orth was strongly opposed to the ban on GLB’s.
Trustee Terrill stated that he thought this ban on GLB’s should be settled by a referendum.
Trustee Terrill was opposed to the ban on GLB’s.
Trustee Lungmus noted that he maintained his property and used GLB’s. He was conflicted and
respected Go Green’s position but felt that the technology was not there yet for viable
alternatives. Trustee Lungmus was opposed to the ban on GLB’s.
Trustee Fowler thanked Betsy and Go Green’s admirable work. He questioned if they should
investigate if people were still using GLB’s in communities where they have been banned. He
was hopeful that technology would improve and there would soon be alternatives to GLB’s but
unfortunately those did not yet exist. Trustee Fowler was opposed to the ban on GLB’s.
Trustee Goodwin stated that he had created a hobby of maintaining his property. He noted that
he had a nice talk with Betsy. He said that GLB’s were very efficient and useful and right now
there was not anything better. He believed that enforcement of an ordinance banning GLB’s
would require a lot of Village resources and not be the best use of time. He also felt this would
be creating a precedent that could be a slippery slope. Trustee Goodwin was opposed to the ban
on GLB’s.
Resident Cathy Kennedy stated she had asthma and as a matter of breathing, she supported the
ban of GLB’s and felt the date constraints were reasonable.
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Resident Charlie Pick noted that he was Betsy’s brother and supported the ban of GLB’s during
this timeframe.
Resident Trudy Gibbs noted that only a small percentage of residents used GLB’s and was in
support of the ban during this timeframe. She felt it best to have more education on the topic
before going forward with a vote.
Resident Kimberly Orth inquired how many people use gas mowers and noted that a ban of
GLB’s would create a slippery slope.
Resident Ruth Lucchesi had mixed feelings and stated there were good arguments on both sides
regarding the ban of GLB’s. She recommended using the summer to evaluate and gain more
educational information on the subject. She liked the idea of a referendum.

Discussion - Shop. Eat. Explore. Find it in Northfield update
President Frazier asked Trustee Orth to provide a brief update on the “Shop. Eat. Explore. Find it
in Northfield” initiative and planned future programs. Trustee Orth stated they were currently
running a St. Patrick’s Day social media campaign and concluded a successful Valentine’s Day
social media campaign that reached over 78,000 people. They were working on developing a
branded Northfield gift card program that could be purchased in $25 increments on the Village
website. They were working to create a contest where people send in selfies of them dining or
shopping at Northfield businesses and biweekly someone will be selected to win a $25
Northfield gift card. Trustee Whittaker noted they met with a representative of the business
community to get their feedback on program ideas. He thanked staff members for their efforts in
this long-term business support program.

Other Business
Trustee Terrill made a motion, seconded by Trustee Orth to adjourn the meeting.
AYES: Orth
Fowler
Lungmus
Goodwin
Whittaker
Terrill

NAYS: 0

ABSTAIN: 0

The meeting adjourned at 6:41 p.m.
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ABSENT: 0

Gas-Powered Leaf Blower
Ordinance Discussion
• The proposed ordinance would ban gas-powered leaf blowers from May
15- September 30. Electric and battery-powered leaf blowers would be
allowed all year.
• This ordinance would allow Northfield to continue moving forward in
areas of sustainability on the Mayors Caucus Greenest Region Compact
2 adopted in 2016 and also the village’s Vision Plan 2040.

Why restrict gas-powered leaf blowers and not
lawn mowers?
Gas-powered leaf blowers run on 2-stroke gas/oil
engines.

“Handheld tools (powered by 2-stroke engines)
account for the vast majority (approx. 90%) of fine
particulate emissions from lawn and garden
equipment.”
Banks, J. PhD (University of Kent, UK) and MS (MIT &
Dartmouth University Medical School) FAQ Health Hazards
of Gas Leaf Blowers. 11/6/2020.

Gas-powered leaf blowers are significantly
louder than lawnmowers.
• Gas leaf blowers operate at 95-115 while lawnmowers
produce around 90-100 decibels.
• This means that gas-powered leaf blowers are at least
twice as loud as lawnmowers.

(For every 6 decibels increase the loudness doubles
because decibels are on a logarithmic, not a linear scale.)

Quick review of concerns
•1) GLBs produce winds of ~200mph (an EF-4 on
the tornado wind scale) and kick up carcinogens,
animal feces, fertilizers, break-lining dust, tire
residue, pesticides, herbicides, heavy metals and
many other toxins into the air; this is especially
impactful on asthmatics and those with other
respiratory illnesses.

•2) GLBs operate at ~100 decibels (the loudness
of a jackhammer), 32 times louder than an 85
decibel sound (the sound of busy traffic) that is
known to cause permanent hearing loss. GLBs
loudness also interfere with work and school
performance.

•3) GLBs used on lawns remove vital topsoil and
kill pollinators. Many pollinators lay eggs in the
soil or in leaf beds that are blown away by GLBs.

•4) GLBs disrupt neighbors enjoying the outdoors,
they wake napping children and they disturb the
sleep of first responders and frontline workers
working overnight and sleeping during the day.

Report in Support of the Leaf Blower Regulation Amendment Act of 2017, Bill 22-234 DC Council of the Whole Jamie
Banks, PhD, MS, Executive Director, Quiet Communities, Inc. (Masters from MIT & Dartmouth, PhD from University
of Kent, UK) 7/16/18

•Research references are in the March 16, 2021
Committee of the Whole Agenda on the village
website in the Go Green Northfield letter to
President Frazier dated 1/13/2021.

• What about the “Without a GLB, it will take more time to do the same
work” argument?
• The previously mentioned article says that most of the time, leaf blower use
in the summer is unnecessary and typically busy work to justify the service.

•“At best, these practices have temporary
cosmetic effect; at worst, they diminish soil
health and disrupt fragile eco-systems, all
at the cost of loud noise and toxic
emissions.”

• Addressing the rationale that “seasonal GLB restrictions will hurt
landscapers economically”

• “In all the towns where seasonal restrictions
(and even year-round bans) have been
instituted (many in Westchester County and in
California) there is no evidence of any
diminishment in business suffered by the
landscaper industry. In fact, abandoning GLB
use in the summer and winter will allow
landscapers to save on the cost of fuel and
maintenance.“

Will landscaping companies have to charge more if
they change to electric and/or battery GLBs?
• “Again, there is no evidence to suggest this is the case. This is a highly
competitive industry. In fact, many electric service landscapers state
explicitly, in marketing materials and media profiles, that their prices are
competitive with gas companies or that they are able to charge a premium
because their customers value quiet, clean services.
•

•In some cases, customers have simply asked
their landscapers to stop using GLBs and
have not been charged higher prices.”
•The landscapers save time and money on
these properties from reduced time, gas and
GLB maintenance costs.

Electric Equipment:
• Consumer Reports Recommended handheld battery leaf blowers:

Annual cost savings on electric equipment is around $1800.
Electric requires minimal maintenance and no gas.

Battery Charging Question

•Landscaping companies should not have to run
their trucks in order to charge electric batteries.

•Building contractors use plug-in tools on
residents’ properties. Why shouldn’t
landscaping companies be able to do the same
to charge their equipment batteries?

Lithium-Ion Battery Recycling
• Barron’s Magazine February 16, 2021 published an
article on the lithium-ion Toronto-based recycling
company started in 2016 called Li-Cycle. It’s the
largest li-ion battery recycler in North America. They
recycle lithium-ion batteries from electric cars, smart
phone and “beyond.”
• Li-Cycle’s Executive Chairman says recycling “is
cheaper than mining . . . .”

22 Signatures of Northfield residents supporting
GLB restriction ordinance (from online petition)
Name
Patricia Gainsberg
Catherine Thomas
Joanne Steinback
Trudy Gibbs
Jennifer Andrew
Jackie Pick
Charles Pick
Michael Farrell
Sue Pick
Anne Peterson
Cathy A Kennedy
Robert Pettersen
Jeanine McCarthy
Barbara Rosenberg
Ben Winkler
Margot Vaselopulos
Margaret Ginn
sandra dold
Sydney Clark
Guy Kochvar
Jeanne Nolan
Sandy Ritterson

City
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northfield
Northbrook
Northfield
Northfield
Northbrook
Northfield

State
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL

Postal Code Country
60093US
60093US
60093US
60093US
60093US
60093US
60093US
60093US
60093US
60093US
60093US
60093US
60093US
60093US
60093US
60093US
60093US
60062US
60093US
60093US
60062US
60093US

Signed On
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
3/9/2021
########
########
########
########
########
########

Conclusion:
I ask that board carefully consider the benefits of passing this ordinance and
join our neighboring towns of Winnetka, Wilmette, Glencoe, Kenilworth and
Highland Park that already have gas-powered leaf blower ordinances.

• Regardless of tonight’s outcome, individual homeowners
may want to reassess their own gas-leaf blower practices.
• Personally, I asked my landscaping company to stop using
gas-powered leaf blowers, except during spring and fall
cleanups, to minimize their impact on the environment
and on my neighbors.

• On behalf of Go Green Northfield, thank you for allowing me the opportunity to present today!

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEMORANDUM

TO:

PRESIDENT AND VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

FROM:

STACY ALBERTS SIGMAN, VILLAGE MANAGER

SUBJECT:

APRIL 20, 2021 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING

DATE:

APRIL 10, 2021

CC:

BUZZ HILL, VILLAGE ATTORNEY
STEVE GUTIERREZ, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

At the April 20, 2021 Committee of the Whole meeting there is one item on the agenda as
follows:
CROWN CASTLE CELL TOWER LEASE. In June of 2001, the Village entered into a 20-year
lease agreement (see attached) with SprintCom, Inc. to allow them to place a cell tower on the
public works site at 1800 Winnetka Avenue. The responsibility for the lease and tower has been
assigned to Crown Castle (CC). The current lease is set to expire on June 20, 2021. Jim Rhodes
from KTJ, Trustee Fowler, and I have been attempting to work with CC on a new
lease/extension. At the Committee of the Whole meeting we will adjourn into closed session to
discuss the proposed terms.
Once the Village comes to terms with CC, a lease extension will be drafted and brought back for
formal approval.

