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Northfield News
A Note from President Frazier
In 2018, our Village will implement a number of new initiatives,
including a referendum on the question of whether to establish
a Specially Tailored Election System. This year we will also
develop a new Comprehensive Plan to guide the Village’s future
over the next 20 years.
At the March 20, 2018 election, Northfield voters will be asked
to consider a Specially Tailored Election System to elect Village
Trustees and the Village President. The Village Board submitted
this concept to the Northfield Caucus, which endorsed it and
unanimously recommended placement of the question before
the voters.
Each election cycle, candidates face confusion on a number of
election procedures, and the Village often receives conflicting
answers from state and local election officials with respect to
these matters. To clarify these issues, the number of signatures
required for ballot eligibility would be set at 50, and the need
for a primary election would be eliminated. The intended result
is a more inclusive and open system for candidates interested
in serving the Village. The role of the Caucus would remain the
same and candidates would continue to run as nonpartisan and
those wishing to run without Caucus support could still do so.
Residents are therefore urged to consider the following question
on the March 20th ballot:
“Should the Village of Northfield continue its
non-partisan system of electing its President
and Trustees, but amend the system so that
no primary election would be required and
the number of signatures required for ballot
eligibility would be set at 50?”

YES

NO

Another exciting initiative this year will be development of the
Village’s Comprehensive Plan 2040. The current Northfield Vision
Plan was adopted in 1999 and since that time it has guided our
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community’s response to development proposals, infrastructure
needs, and transportation initiatives. Most comprehensive
plans are written to cover a 10 to 20-year period, and industry
standards recommend updates every five years. Although there
have been some targeted updates to Northfield’s Plan, the
Village has not holistically reviewed it since its adoption.
The process of updating the Comprehensive Plan will take
approximately 18 months and include extensive public
engagement and education. The following goals will guide in
the preparation of the Plan:
• Provide continuity and give successive Village Boards and
Commissions a common framework for addressing land-use
issues;
• Provide a factual and objective basis for legally justifying
zoning decisions, which is imperative when defending a
zoning decision in court;
• Strike a balance between competing public and private
demands on land;
• Plan for infrastructure needs and ensure projects are
designed to meet those needs;
• Identify and protect valuable natural resources and
suggest strategies for protecting them;
• Foster a distinctive sense of community in both character
and appearance;
• Create an economic development tool for businesses and
developers to assess in considering prospective locations;
and
• Engage citizens through a robust public input process.
As always, comments on these and other Village programs are
invited and welcome. I wish each of you a happy and healthy
New Year.
Joan Frazier, Village President
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Referendum FAQ’s
At the March 20, 2018, election, the following binding referendum question will appear at the end of the Village
of Northfield ballot:
“Should the Village of Northfield continue its non-partisan system
of electing its President and Trustees, but amend the system so that
no primary election would be required and the number of signatures
required for ballot eligibility would be set at 50?”

YES

NO

The following material has been assembled to help answer the most frequently asked questions so that residents
can make an educated decision at the ballot box:
1. What is a concise description of the election system proposed by this referendum? A non-partisan, no
primary, election system that is specially tailored for the Village of Northfield’s historic system.
2. Why is Northfield considering a referendum question for a Specially Tailored Election System? The
change was suggested to make for a more inclusive and open system for candidates interested in serving the
Village. During the last several elections, candidates have experienced difficulty in determining the proper
number of signatures, the proper nominating petitions and the correct filing dates. Those candidates asked
whether the Village might create a system that would make the process easier to navigate.
3. What are the features of the proposed Specially Tailored Election System?
a. Elections would remain “non-partisan” and each candidate would still run as an individual, rather than a
member of a political party.
b. No primary election would be held.
c.

Candidates would file their petitions based on the schedule for the general election.

d. The number of signatures required for ballot eligibility would always be 50.
4. How does the proposed Specially Tailored Election System differ from the State Board of Elections
model for non-partisan elections?
Specially Tailored System

State Board Model

Non-partisan

Independent, Partisan or Non-Partisan

No Primary Required

Primary required depending on the number of candidates

Filing dates follow general
election requirements

Filing dates vary based on
whether a primary is required

The required number of
signatures will always be 50
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The number of signatures varies based on the
number of registered voters and/or the number
of people who voted in the last mayoral election
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Referendum FAQ’s continued
5. Will this change the way the Northfield Caucus selects and endorses candidates? No. The Northfield
Caucus can continue to interview and endorse candidates as it sees fit.
6. Has the Northfield Caucus taken a position on the referendum question? Yes. At their meeting on
October 5, 2017, the Northfield Village Caucus put the concept of a specially tailored election to a vote
and 100% of the membership present indicated support for the ballot question – as long as the number of
signatures required was set at 50.
7. What is the reason for a 50 signature requirement? The Northfield Village Caucus recommended a 50
signature requirement. The currently applicable Illinois statute is confusing. One section states that candidates
must secure signatures from 1% of those who voted in the last mayoral election. Another section requires
one-half of 1% of all of the registered voters, and still another section requires 5 to 8% of those who voted in
the last mayoral election. The 50 signature requirement recommended by the Northfield Caucus meets or
exceeds all of these state election standards.
8. Will this make it harder for non-caucus candidates to be placed on the ballot? No. All candidates would
follow the same set process and be listed on the ballot as “non-partisan” as they are today. The issue of
whether a candidate is an “independent” candidate or a “non-partisan” candidate would be removed.
9. Does this impact the School Board, Park Board or Library Board elections? No. If approved, it would only
impact the Village of Northfield elections. It is allowed under the Village’s Home Rule authority if approved by
referendum. The Home Rule power does not extend to any other entities.
10. What is a referendum? A referendum is a direct vote in which an entire electorate is asked to either accept
or reject a particular proposal. This is a binding referendum, meaning that the governing authority must abide
by the results of the citizens’ vote.
11. Why has Northfield decided to put this question on the March 20, 1018 ballot? The 2018 ballot is the
last opportunity to consider new election standards that would allow them to take effect before the next
election in 2019.
12. Why should Northfield use a new election system? Northfield previously used a non-partisan system
that did not contemplate a primary election. This system had the approval of the State Board of Elections.
In recent years, however, the State Board of Elections has indicated that Northfield should “contemplate” a
primary election and follow that schedule for filing, even though Northfield has never had enough candidates
to actually hold a primary.
13. Why might a referendum be held? Article VII §6(f) of the Illinois Constitution grants Home Rule municipalities
the authority to adopt election systems specifically tailored to their communities. Such specially tailored
systems must be adopted by binding referendum.

Page 3

361 Happ Road • Northfield, IL 60093 • 847.446.9200 • www.northfieldIL.org

Volume 28 • Issue 1 • January/February 2018

Water and Sewer
Did you know that Northfield’s water and sewer rate ranked 47th lowest of the 162 municipalities surveyed in the Chicago
Tribune’s recent extensive report, “The Water Drain”? Northfield’s 2017 water and sewer rate of $7.31 per “unit” (748
gallons) of water is below the average of our Chicagoland neighbors.
When users pay their quarterly water and sewer bills, those payments go directly into an independent Water and Sewer
Fund to cover the $2.7 million a year that it costs the Village to operate and maintain our water and sewer system. Many
residents don’t realize that there is much more involved in operating this system and many additional costs beyond the
purchase of water. The following is a brief breakdown of our system and what your local water and sewer rates pay for:

The purchase
of water from
the Village of
Winnetka

The maintenance
and replacement of the
$22 million dollars of infrastructure
that is needed to get water to
and wastewater from your home, including:
• 48 miles of water pipes

• 32 miles of sanitary sewer pipes
• 1 million gallon water reservoir

• 3 water supply connections with the Village of
Winnetka
• 2 emergency water connections with the
Villages of Glenview and Glencoe

Capital
costs to replace
aging water mains,
sanitary sewers,
and equipment

• 3 sanitary sewer lift stations

Costs to comply with State
and Federal mandates such as:
• Maintaining annual training for seven
state-certified water operators

• 558 fire hydrants

• 820 sanitary sewer
access points

Employee
costs to maintain,
repair, monitor,
and bill

• Infiltration/Inflow control program

• 2,031 service connections
• 541 water control valves

Equipment
cost to maintain
the system such
as vehicles, specialty
tools, materials,
and meters

Debt service
for bonds issued
in 2007 to replace
80-year-old water supply
lines from the Village of Winnetka
and to construct an emergency
water supply connection with the
Village of Glencoe. These were critical
improvements that will assure a
consistent and reliable water
source for the Village for
many decades
to come.

• Preparation of Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago Annual Report
• Long term operational maintenance
plans
• Preparation of Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency’s required Annual
Drinking Water Quality Report

The Village has a minimum water and sewer bill of 11 units, which equates to $83.60, or $27.87 per month. This minimum
is in place to cover all of the operational costs that the Village has above and beyond the purchase of water. Regardless
of how much water you and your family use, the Village has to ensure our system is maintained properly so that you always
have safe and clean water and sewer service when you need it.
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Public Parking

Winter Weather Vehicle Safety Tips

Being prepared for even short winter road trips can ensure
a safe and happy time for the whole family! Simply thinking
ahead can save you or another stranded motorist in case
of an emergency. Make sure to pack an emergency bag to
keep in your car all winter that includes:
• Jumper cables
• Reflective triangles or flares
• Shovel
• Flashlight with extra batteries
The walk to a number of Village shops from the public parking lots is nothing
compared to the long walks often faced at mall parking lots and garages!

Did you know that Northfield has some of the best parking
on the North Shore, with over 340 public parking spaces
available? If ever faced with a full parking lot in front of
the Shops at Northfield Square, don’t forget about the
abundance of parking spots available a short walk across
Happ Road.

Safety Alert- “Ruse” Burglaries
Recently there have been multiple incidents of “ruse”
burglaries in the area. These are crimes in which a pair or
group of offenders use a “ruse” to distract their victim in
order to commit a burglary. These burglars typically target
senior citizens, with one offender distracting the homeowner
while the other offender steals valuable personal property.
Offenders use many story lines including claiming to be a
representative of the Village or a utility needing to check an
interior water line or pipe. The Northfield Police Department
reminds you not to allow anyone in your home unless you
know them personally or if it is a scheduled appointment. If
someone comes to your door and wants in, call the Police at
(847)446-2131 so these individuals can be verified.
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• Bag of kitty litter or salt for tire traction or to melt snow
• First aid kit
• Matches
• Nonperishable snack foods
• Vehicle cell phone charger
• Extra cold-weather gear like blankets, sweatpants, gloves,
hats, socks and warm shoes (don’t get stranded in a snow
storm in high heels!)
Your emergency bag may be packed and ready to go,
but before hitting the road, don’t forget these important
winter-weather driving tips:
• Ensure your spare tire is properly inflated and you have a
wheel wrench and jack
• To prevent carbon monoxide poisoning, never warm up
your car in an enclosed area like a garage
• Always keep your gas tank at least half full
• If visibility is limited, pull off the road and do not attempt to
drive farther until conditions improve
• Add 6-8 pounds of tire pressure for cold weather driving
• If you become stranded in an unfamiliar area, do not leave
your car
• Make sure your car is in peak operating condition by visiting
one of Northfield’s great full-service auto repair shops!
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Get to know a Northfielder
Mark LoPiccolo started with the Village in 2012 and was
promoted to Assistant Finance Director in 2016. Mark started
college in his 30’s and graduated in 1998 with his Bachelor’s
degree in Public Accounting from Loyola University Chicago
with the highest academic distinction, Summa Cum Laude.
Mark attended school full-time while driving trucks full-time
with Brinks Armored Car and the Art Institute of Chicago.
Mark jokes that he once napped on $60 million dollars at the
airport while his crew waited for a larger Brinks truck to arrive.
In his last semester at Loyola Mark traded in the truck keys
for the 10-key calculator when he was recruited by Altschuler,
Melvoin and Glasser, LP to work in their State and Local Tax
team. Mark sat for and passed the Certified Public Accounting
(CPA) exam upon graduation.
After three years in public accounting, Mark joined Walgreens
Corporation but after several years decided to transition
into municipal accounting, starting with the City of Highland
Park. After four years Mark came to work for the Village of

Northfield,
where
he
has been ever since. His
favorite part of his job is
having a connection with
the community and being
involved with the many
facets of the Village’s
financial operations.
Mark and his wife, Kim,
have two children- daughter
Daniella is 12, and son Jaco
is 11. Mark is a Chicago native, and he and his family moved
to Niles in 2006. When not busy at work balancing the Village’s
budget, Mark’s passion is playing guitar. According to Mark he
has a guitar in most rooms of his house for easy access and
one in his trunk for lunchtime practice. Mark coaches all of his
kid’s sports teams, son’s rock band, and serves as a Cub Scout
Den Leader.

Coyote Alert
Being surrounded by forest preserves adds great character to
Northfield; however, with that comes wildlife including coyotes.
As winter begins and food becomes more scarce, coyotes
typically become more active. Most coyotes are non-aggressive
and are just passing through, but some can be more aggressive
and may challenge small dogs or cats. To help prevent coyote
encounters, the Police Department encourages the following:

Vehicle Theft Prevention
When it comes to protecting your vehicles and valuables,
common sense is key. A majority of stolen vehicles in the area
are unlocked and are simply crimes of opportunity. Often,
keys are left in the vehicle or the car has been left running in
a driveway.
Even though it’s cold, never leave your vehicle running
while you run inside your home or a store—even if for only a
minute or two. Stolen vehicles and property can be avoided
by simply locking car doors, closing car windows, removing
valuables and taking keys out of the vehicle every time it is
parked in your driveway or on the street. It is also important
to lock the interior door from your home to the garage, to
prevent anyone with access to your garage door opener from
entering your home.
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• Do not attempt to feed, pet, or tame a coyote
• Do not leave small children or pets outside unattended
• Do not leave pet or human food in your yard
• Store trash in tightly closed containers that cannot tip over
• Trim ground-level shrubbery to reduce hiding places
• Install motion-sensitive lighting around the house
• Remember that fences do not prevent coyotes from entering
yards because they can jump over or dig under them
If you encounter an aggressive coyote, contact the Police
Department at (847)446-2131.
DEER SIGHTINGS: If you see deer in your yard or neighborhood,
please let us know by visiting www.northfieldil.org/request
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Proposed Pace Bus Route Changes
Pace, in partnership with the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA),
has initiated the North Shore Transit Service Coordination
Plan and Market Analysis. This study will include a review of
existing Pace and CTA routes in the North Shore area. The
primary goals of the project are to improve coordination of
Pace and CTA services in the North Shore on overlapping
corridors, as well as investigating opportunities for new
service. Proposed changes include:

Route 422: Reroute to serve the Glen of Glenview; pick up
school trips from Route 421. Shermer-Waukegan-Lake CookNorthbrook Court portion to be replaced with Route A service.

Route 213: Extend to Howard CTA via Chicago; short turn
in downtown Winnetka; 40-min baseline/long trips with 20min service along short trips portion of corridor during peak
periods; picks up CTA Route 205 school trip to ETHS; North
end consolidated service pattern between Northbrook Court
and Highland Park provides more frequent service to both.

Route A: NEW- Linden to Northbrook Court via SheridanWillow-Glen
Station-Shermer-Waukegan-Lake
CookNorthbrook Court; 60 min all day.

Route 421: Discontinue and reassign school trips to Route 422.
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Route 423: Discontinue and replace both mainline and school
trips with Route A and B services.
Route 620: No route changes, but travel time improvements
expected with use of Edens Bus-on-Shoulder lanes.

Route B: NEW- Harlem CTA Station to downtown Glenview
via Harlem-Dempster-Waukegan; 30 min peak/60 min off-peak.
Pace is requesting feedback on these proposed changes.
Comments and questions can be submitted by calling Pace
Customer Relations at 847-364-7223 or by emailing passenger.
services@pacebus.com
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GETTING THINGS DONE!
Holiday Lights

Meter Reading Partnership

Public Works braved the cold to put up the menorah and
hang 450 strands of holiday lights for a total of 22,500 total
lights in the Village Center and along the Willow Road
medians.

The Village is currently field testing a program with ComEd
to determine if the Village’s water meters could be read more
efficiently and effectively through their smart meter system.
After several years of research and lab testing, this is the final
phase of testing.
In 2014, the Village conducted a comprehensive study
of our water system to explore opportunities to secure
economies of scale, reduce water loss, improve technology
and billing, and increase staff efficiencies. The study showed
that replacing our deteriorated water meters would save the
Village about $100,000 each year and that transitioning to a
remote-read system would result in vast improvements in a
variety of service areas.

Winterized Fire Hydrants
Curious minds may ask: Why can my house’s pipes freeze in
the winter, but fire hydrants that are completely exposed to
the cold never seem to burst? The answer: our Public Works
crews work hard to winterize them! Hydrants are connected
to the water lines seven feet below the ground by a vertical
pipe. When winter is approaching, Public Works pumps out
these pipes to ensure the line doesn’t freeze and the hydrant
is available at a moment’s notice for emergency use.

The study suggested the Village install a system of antennas
throughout town to receive and transmit water usage data;
however, in a community with dense tree canopies and low
tower heights like Northfield, interference is likely and data
collection is limited. At the time the study concluded, ComEd
announced the roll out of their smart meters program, which
utilized much more advanced technology that allows them
to read the electrical meters through a mesh system that
does not rely on antennas or point-to-point visibility.
Northfield approached ComEd to determine if this system
might have the capacity to be utilized to collect water meter
readings in addition to electric usage. ComEd was intrigued
by the concept, and over the past two years we have been
working in partnership to explore the legal and technical
issues associated with the concept.
The Village is now in the process of testing this program with
40 water meters installed throughout town. These meters are
connected to ComEd’s smart grid system and for the next 18
months will test the effectiveness of reading those meters
through their system. ComEd is responsible for all of the
technology and associated test costs for the project, while
the Village is responsible for selecting the test locations,
installing the meters, and coordinating with residents.
Northfield is one of three communities in Chicagoland
partnering with ComEd to test this innovative concept.
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Don’t Forget to Recycle Your Live Holiday Trees and Wreaths
Make sure to put your live trees and wreaths at your curb during the first two
weeks of January to ensure they are recycled. Trees must not be bagged
and cannot be decorated or taller than six feet. Trees and wreaths will go to
a yard waste and composting facility, where they will decompose naturally
and become compost. Trees collected after the second week of January will
be treated as trash and sent to a landfill.

HVAC Replaced with
Energy Efficient Model
The Village recently replaced an 18-year old heating and air
conditioning system at the Library and Post Office building,
which is owned and maintained by the Village. Because of
the high energy efficiency of the new model, the Village
received a grant from the Illinois Department of Commerce
and Economic Opportunity’s Illinois Energy Now Program to
help defray the cost of the new unit.

Go Green Northfield
Go Green Northfield recently celebrated its one-year
anniversary and is following the lead of the many
existing “Go Green” groups throughout the North
Shore. Go Green Northfield aims to support and
promote community-based efforts in environmental
sustainability. If you would like to be part of the group
or be notified of upcoming events, please contact
gogreennorthfield@gmail.com

“Like” and “Follow” Go Green Northfield on Facebook for environmentally friendly tips and events!
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CORNERING
THE MARKET
Featured Business: Business Network Center
Know someone starting a small business or working out
of their home? Northfield’s Business Network Center may
be the turn-key office solution for them! Business Network
Center’s unique concept has turned an entire mid-rise
office building into a networking, furnished office space
community.
Started in 2001, Business
Network Center provides topnotch executive office suites,
state-of-the-art
conference
facilities, and highly attentive
and skilled executive office
support
professionals.
Business Network Center takes
executive office suite facilities
and services to a new level
and offers its select services
in the form of one complete
package. Each package is
tailored to accommodate
the particular needs of each
and every client with flexible
space configurations, and is available
with short or long term lease plans to fit
individualized needs.
In addition to providing a space to
conduct business, they also provide
business connections. Business Network
Center caters to executives in various
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fields, with an added emphasis on establishing a strong
and highly developed networking system among its on-site
professionals. The result is an elite yet enjoyable working
environment, where active deal makers and professionals
of various backgrounds are empowered through business
contacts.
Business Network Center
offers
diverse
services,
providing
cutting
edge
technology and a support
team highly trained in the
latest business software
programs. In addition to
a key location, modern
offices, and highly skilled
administrative staff, Business
Network Center also offers
Business
Class
Internet
access, Wi-Fi, state-of-theart conference rooms, onsite IT technicians, catering,
professional call screening
and voicemail, and complete mail
processing, collection, and delivery.
Stop by their office at 790 W. Frontage
Road, give them a call at (847)441-4111,
or visit www.biznetworkcenter.com for
more information.
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Community News
Kindergarten Registration for 2018-2019

Northfield Fitness Center

Kindergarten registration for Sunset Ridge District 29 will be
held in the lobby of Middlefork School on Wednesday, January
24th from 2:00 to 4:00 PM and from 6:00 to 7:00 PM.

New Year, New You! Is one of your resolutions to get in better
shape and be healthier? Join the Northfield Community Center
Fitness Center, located at 401 Wagner Road. Convenient
hours, bright, friendly facility offering a variety of membership
options at fabulous rates! Fitness classes and personal training
are also available.

All children should be five years of age by September 1, 2018, to
be eligible for the 2018-2019 school year. Parents or guardians
of each prospective kindergarten student will complete an
online enrollment form and an early developmental history
form, as well as sign a residency affidavit. All forms are available
through the District 29 website, as is the electronic registration
link. A copy of each child’s official birth certificate is required by
Illinois law (a copy can be made in their office). The prospective
student need not be present at registration time.
Any parent or guardian unable to come to Middlefork on
January 24th should contact the school office at (847) 8819500 prior to that date. During dismissal time (3:00 to 3:10
PM), drivers are requested to park in the main parking lot or
north along Wagner Road and not in the school driveway.

Summer Camps
Get a jump on summer! Look for the summer camp guide in
your mailbox in early January. Camp runs from June 18 through
August 10. A variety of flexible camp options are available for
ages 3 years old through 8th grade. The Counselor in Training
(CIT) program is open to those entering 6th through 10th
grade. Resident registration starts January 15; non-resident
registration opens February 1. Don’t delay! Take advantage of
early bird pricing through March 31.

Clarkson Park Seasonal Outdoor Ice Rink
Come to Clarkson Park for another great season of ice skating!
The rink is open from mid-December through mid-February,
weather permitting. Check to see if the ice rink is open on the
Northfield Park District Facebook page, website, or the flag
outside Clarkson Lodge (green flag if open/red if closed).

Stay Connected with the Village!
www.facebook.com/northfieldil

Twitter at @NorthfieldIL
Camp Counselor Positions Available

Calendar of Events
01
02
03
08
16
16
17
25

January
VILLAGE HALL CLOSED
Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
7:00 PM
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
CANCELLED
Architectural Commission Meeting
7:00 PM
Committee of the Whole Meeting
5:30 PM
Village Board Meeting
7:00 PM
Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
7:00 PM
Police Pension Board Meeting
5:00 PM

05
07
12
20
20

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting
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February

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM

The Northfield Park District is hiring camp counselors.
Applications are available at www.northfieldparks.org and at
the Northfield Community Center.
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