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Northfield News
A Note from President Frazier
It seems that after each election cycle, the Village is asked
whether there is a way to streamline or simplify the process of
electing our Village Board members. Candidates often find
the filing requirements for the State and Cook County election
systems difficult to navigate.

More information on the referendum is available at
www.northfieldil.org/election. To register to vote, visit Village
Hall at 361 Happ Road Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM4:30 PM. To locate your polling place, visit www.cookcountyclerk.
com/service/your-voter-information.

The Village Board, working in concert with the Northfield
Caucus, undertook the task of finding a solution to these
difficulties.

I hope that you will take the time to educate yourself on the
proposed referendum and vote on March 20, 2018.

We have found that the Illinois Constitution permits Home Rule
communities to create a local election system that is tailored
to the community’s specific needs. Such a specially tailored
election system may be established pursuant to a referendum.
The referendum process requires the question to be placed on
the ballot at a general or consolidated election for approval by
a majority of those casting ballots in that election.
Working with the Northfield Caucus, the Village Board is
proposing a system that would replace the complicated and
often conflicting state and local election process interpretations;
especially those involving the number of required signatures for
nominating petitions, whether a primary is required, and whether
candidates should use independent or non-partisan petitions.
Under the proposed system, the number of signatures required
for ballot eligibility would always be set at 50 and the need for
a primary election would be eliminated.

Please look for the following question:
“Should the Village of Northfield continue its
non-partisan system of electing its President
and Trustees, but amend the system so that
no primary election would be required and
the number of signatures required for ballot
eligibility would be set at 50?”
Please make your vote count on
this proposal.
Joan Frazier,
Village President

The role of the Northfield Caucus would remain the same and
candidates wishing to run without Caucus support would still be
eligible and encouraged to do so. Similar systems have been
established elsewhere and seem to make the process more
accessible and open. The specially tailored system would apply
only to the election of Village trustees and Village president and
not to other taxing bodies within the Village.
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Upcoming Workshop to Review
Proposed Budget
The Village Board invites all residents to join in reviewing
the proposed 2018-2019 fiscal year budget. The Budget
Workshop is Tuesday, March 6th at 6:00 PM in the Council
Chambers of Village Hall. If further discussion is needed, a
second meeting will be held in the same location on Thursday,
March 8th at 6:00 PM.
At the Budget Workshop, the proposed budget will be discussed,
as well as a review of the current 2017-2018 fiscal year budget,
which will end on April 30. The proposed budget is available for
review at Village Hall or at www.northfieldil.org/budget.

Utility Scams
Utility companies have been
warning customers to be on the
alert for scam artists claiming to
be utility representatives seeking
payment. In these cases, a
customer typically receives an
unsolicited phone call from an
individual who falsely claims
to be a utility representative. The scammer warns that the
customer’s service will be shut off if the customer fails to
make a payment- usually within a short time frame through a
prepaid debit card.

SCAM
ALERT

They instruct the customer to wire funds or buy a prepaid
credit card and call them back with the information. Variations
of the scam include stories that the customer’s billing cycle
has changed and payment is needed immediately, that the
account is past due and immediate payment is required to
avoid disconnection of service, or that the customer’s previous
payments were not accepted or processed.
Scammers have even duplicated the Interactive Voice
Response System of utilities, so when customers call the
number provided by the scammer, it sounds like a legitimate
business. Some of these scammers also use caller ID
“spoofing” to replicate a utility’s phone number.
If customers are ever unsure about the status of their
accounts, they should contact their utility providers directly
using contact information from their bill. If you feel as if you
may be being scammed or if you believe a scammer is at your
home, call 911.
DEER SIGHTINGS: If you see deer in your yard or neighborhood,
please let us know by visiting www.northfieldil.org/request
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Yard Waste Collection Season Begins
Waste Management’s first yard waste pickup of the season
will be Monday, April 2nd, with the final pickup on Monday,
November 26th.
Yard waste collection is an optional
service and must be subscribed to each year. This service is
available to residents for $98.84 for the 2018 season.
Paper leaf bags or garbage-type containers clearly marked
“yard waste” can be used. There is no limit to the number of
yard waste bags or containers residents can put at the curb
for collection. Acceptable
materials include grass
clippings, leaves, garden
materials, and branches
up to two inches in
diameter and four feet in
length. Braches set out
for collection must be
tied with string made of
natural fibers.
Do not put yard waste
in unmarked recycling or garbage containers or in plastic
bags- it will NOT be picked up. To subscribe to yard waste
service, call Waste Management at (800)796-9696 or visit
www.wm.com.

National Prescription
Drug Take Back Day
For the sixth year, Northfield is participating in the Drug
Enforcement Agency’s National Prescription Drug Take Back
Day. Residents can bring unneeded prescriptions to the Police
Department (350 Walnut Street) on April 28th from 10:00 AM2:00 PM for safe disposal. Please note that needles, syringes,
creams, and liquids cannot be accepted.
This event aims to provide a safe, convenient, and responsible
means of disposing of drugs, while also educating about the
potential for abuse of medications. Studies show that a majority
of abused prescription drugs (including dangerous opioids)
are obtained from family and friends, including from the home
medicine cabinet.
The Environmental Protection Agency discourages flushing
unneeded prescriptions and over-the-counter drugs down
the toilet or drain unless the label or accompanying patient
information specifically instructs you to do so. This keeps
medicines from entering our waterways and harming the
environment and drinking water.
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Get to know a Northfielder
If you’ve done an improvement on your home that required
a permit in the past 19 years, it’s likely you’ve met Chris
Stanke, the Administrative Secretary for
the Community Development and Building
Department. Chris began with the Village in
June of 1999 after moving from Wisconsin to
Prospect Heights.

Chris and her husband Steven have two children, Sophia
and Gavin. Sophia is a sophomore and on the varsity
basketball team and softball
team at her high school.
Gavin is in seventh grade
and plays travel baseball
and basketball.

Chris’s career as a public servant began
before Northfield, as she served as the
Administrative Secretary for the Mayor
and City Clerk’s Office for her hometown
of Watertown, Wisconsin. Chris says her
favorite parts of her job are getting to know
residents and contractors, the variety of
interesting tasks, and says that “every day in Northfield is a
new adventure!”

On the weekends, Chris
can be found in bleachers
watching one of Sophia
and Gavin’s many sporting
events. She enjoys walking
the family dog, Hutson,
visiting family in Wisconsin,
and cheering for the Green Bay Packers and Milwaukee
Brewers.

Comprehensive Plan Update

Village-Wide Clean Up Day

What do you think the year 2040 be like? Self-driving cars?
Online shopping delivery via drones? Solar panels on every
roof? The Village needs YOUR help planning for the future!
Northfield is currently working on the development of a new
comprehensive plan for the Village, planning into the year
2040. Communities develop comprehensive plans every 10
to 20 years as a way to plan for infrastructure needs, to ensure
continuity in the work performed by successive elected and
appointed officials, and to provide an objective basis for
legally justifying zoning decisions.
Northfield is currently operating under the 1999 Vision Plan,
which has not been holistically reviewed since its adoption.
The planning process kicked off in February and will take
approximately 18 months to complete.
The process will entail extensive public engagement and
education. Anyone interested in serving on the Comprehensive
Plan Committee should contact Steve Gutierrez at sgutierrez@
northfieldil.org. Follow us on Facebook for exciting updates
on how you can get involved and tell us what you want
Northfield to be like in 2040!

Residents can dispose of old or unused items during VillageWide Clean Up Day, Saturday April 28th. All items must be at
the curb by 7:00 AM. No hazardous waste, construction debris,
landscape waste, or appliances will be picked up. If you would
like to dispose of appliances, contact Waste Management at
(800)796-9696 to arrange for a special pickup.

Keep Sidewalks Clear
Did you know that it is illegal to park any part of your vehicle
on a public sidewalk? Even if your private driveway requires
you to drive over a sidewalk, you cannot park your vehicle
in your driveway with any part of the vehicle extending over
the sidewalk. This is dangerous and illegal because your
vehicle may be impeding the ability of pedestrians, those
with strollers, cyclists, runners, or people in wheelchairs to
travel safely on the sidewalk.

Village Receives Award for
Transparency in Financial Reporting
The Village has been awarded the Certificate of Achievement
for Excellence in Financial Reporting by the Government
Finance Officers Association for its Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report. The Certificate of Achievement is the
highest form of recognition in governmental accounting
and financial reporting. This is the 11th consecutive year
the Village has received this award.
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Test your Bike Safety Knowledge!

Before you hit the road and trails this spring with friends and
family, test your knowledge of safety strategies and Illinois
laws with this quick quiz!
1. What are bicyclist’s rights?

a. Bicyclists have the same right to be on the road as
motorists, except for roads where signs prohibit bikes
b. Bicyclists have the same road rights as motorists ONLY
if no sidewalk or adjacent off-road trail exists- If a
sidewalk or trail exists, cyclists must use it

3. When a motorist passes a bicyclist, what is the minimum
legal distance to leave between the vehicle and bike?
a. At least three feet from the end of the side mirror
b. At least ten feet from the end of the side mirror

c. There is no legal minimum distance defined, you should
use common sense
4. When cycling on a road with a friend, how should you ride?
a. Bicyclists must always ride single-file

c. Cyclists do NOT have the legal right to bike on the road

b. A maximum of two bicyclists may ride side-by-side, at
any time

a. Bicyclists do not have to follow the rules of the road

c. A maximum of two bicyclists may ride side-by-side, as
long as the normal and reasonable movement of traffic
is not impeded

2. Which rules of the road apply to bicyclists?

b. Bicyclists are encouraged, but not legally required, to
follow motorist laws
c. Bicyclists must follow all rules and laws applicable to a
motorist, with some minor exceptions

5. You are wearing your bike helmet correctly when it:
a. Is flat on your head

b. Fits snugly with the buckle fastened
c. Does not obstruct your view

The Winnetka-Northfield Chamber of Commerce will host
its 42nd Annual Recognition Lunch on April 11th at 11:00
AM at the Winnetka Community House. All are invited
to attend the event, which recognizes outstanding area
residents, community leaders, business members, and
volunteers. There will be networking, a fashion show,
awards, and a silent auction. Tickets may be purchased at
www.winnetkanorthfieldchamber.com.
As part of the ceremony, Sunset Ridge School District 29
will be honored as the 2018 Educational Institution of the
Year. Both the excellence of the District’s child-centered
philosophy and the innovative design of the new Sunset
Ridge School led to the selection. A Northfield Public
Safety Officer will also be honored. A full listing of the
honorees will be included on the Chamber’s website once
they have been announced.
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d. All of the above

Answers: 1:A, 2:C, 3:A, 4: C, 5:D

42nd Annual Recognition Lunch

Community Events Sign
The Village maintains the community events sign at the
corner of Happ Road and Willow Road for local not-forprofit organizations to post their event information. If you
are interested in reserving a space for your organization, you
can find the application by visiting www.northfieldil.org and
searching “Community Events Sign.”
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4
GETTING THINGS DONE!
Happ Road Study

The Happ Road Steering Committee met in February to review the input and comments from the public open house,
develop consensus on the preferred alternatives, and to provide direction on the streetscape enhancements for the plan.
Over the next couple of months, the consultant will be meeting with property owners whose site may be impacted by the
proposed improvements and the team will continue to work with Cook County and IDOT to develop alternative parking
locations to mitigate the loss of on-street parking in the downtown area. A final public hearing on the proposed Phase I
plan is expected to be held in late spring or early summer.

Tree City USA Recertification

Reduced Insurance Premiums Continue

Northfield recently celebrated it’s 33rd consecutive year as
being certified as a Tree City USA. To qualify for certification,
the Village has to meet standards established by the Arbor
Day Foundation and the National Association of State
Foresters including having a tree Board
and staff in charge of tree care, having a
Tree Care Ordinance, an annual budget
of at least $2 per capita for trees, and
conducting an Arbor Day Celebration.
The Village consistently meets and
exceeds these goals.

Due to the hard work of the Community Development
Department, Northfield was recently recertified in the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s Community Rating
System. The Village’s continued certification allows residents
a 15% discount on new overland flooding policies or policy
renewals through the National Flood Insurance Program.
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The recertification process requires an extensive report on
the Village’s ongoing flood hazard mitigation efforts. Contact
your insurance carrier to discuss your policy or for more
information about the National Flood Insurance Program and
the Community Rating System, visit www.floodsmart.gov.
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Curbside Composting Program
Do you want to become more environmentally friendly, but
don’t know where to start? Try the curbside composting
program! Composting is the natural process of recycling
organic waste and is the most ecologically friendly way to
dispose of food scraps. Composting reduces greenhouse
gases, diverts materials from landfills, and creates a valuable
nutrient-rich soil amendment.
Waste Management offers a voluntary subscription-based
curbside composting program to all Northfield homes.
Compost pickup runs every Monday during the yard waste
season from April 2nd through November 26th. Collected
compostable materials are combined with yard waste and
are taken to the same facility for disposal; however, unlike
yard waste, compostable material must be put into a Waste
Management cart due to Health Department regulations
and animal concerns.
Food scraps that are put loosely into your cart may attract
unwanted pests. Paper bags or newspaper are most
commonly used to wrap scraps. All clean paper products
(cups, plates, napkins, etc.) should continue to be disposed
of in your recycling cart. Paper products that have food
remnants on them (pizza boxes, used paper towels, etc.)
cannot be recycled and should instead be composted.

PROGRAM DETAILS:

Composting Only • Participants will receive a 35 gallon
Waste Management cart.
• Service is $7.23 per month.
Composting AND • Participants have the option of
Yard Waste 		 choosing a 35, 64, or 96 gallon 		
Waste Management cart. You can
continue using paper bags or other
containers for your yard waste, or
can comingle yard waste with your
compost in a cart.
• You will continue to pay $98.84 for
a season of yard waste service, 		
plus an additional $2.25 per month
to include composting.
Compost program participants have priority access to free
compost for their gardens twice a year. To enroll in the
program and request a cart, contact Waste Management at
(800) 796-9696. For other questions, contact the Village at
(847)784-3554.

How Much Mulch is too Much Mulch?

Mulching plants is both functional and decorative. Mulch
typically is an organic material like grass clippings or shredded
bark or leaves, spread on the soil surface to protect roots and
provide nutrients to plants as it decomposes. Once you have
chosen the right plant for a given site and followed the proper
planting procedures, you should mulch the plant
and create a stable environment for root growth.
Mulch should be spread under trees and
shrubs to a recommended depth of three to
four inches. Ideally, the mulched area around
a tree should extend to the drip line of the
branches, or at least cover a four to five foot
diameter area around the trunk.
Mulch should not be piled up against the trunk but instead
should be pulled away from the base of tree and shrub trunks.
Avoid mounding mulch on the trunk, creating a “mulch
volcano” that can cause moisture to build up, creating ideal
conditions for pests, diseases, and decay.

The Village will celebrate Arbor Day on Friday,
April 27th with a tree planting ceremony with the
Sunset Ridge fourth grade class. Join us, or plant
a tree of your own!

“Like” and “Follow” Go Green Northfield on Facebook for environmentally friendly tips and events!
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CORNERING
THE MARKET
Featured Business: Raynor Door
An accomplished World War ll pilot, Ralph Bradley and
his wife Sophia moved in 1947 from Pueblo, Colorado
to the “big city” to become the first distributor of onepiece aluminum garage doors in Chicago. They went on
to manufacture custom wood doors under the Chieftain
brand name. These beautiful
custom redwood garage doors
continue to operate in many
homes throughout Chicago
and the suburbs today.
In 1968 Ralph formed a
partnership
with
Raynor
Manufacturing
Company,
the industry leader in the
manufacturing of residential
and
commercial
garage
doors. In 1970 he moved the
business from Glenview to
Northfield, and the company
has enjoyed the last 48 years
as a partner in Northfield.
Over the years, they have expanded their
product line beyond garage doors and
garage door openers to include driveway
gates, residential alarm systems, and
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parking controls. Their parking control division began
in 1968 with a handful of locations in the metropolitan
area and has grown to service over 2000 parking facilities
from parking garages to condominiums, sporting arenas,
factories, and more.
Today, Raynor Door is proud
to be a third generation
family business with Ralph
Jr. and John Bradley as the
owners and their children
John Jr., Brian, and Kelly as
an integral part of the success
of the business. Throughout
the Bradley’s long history
in Northfield, they have
participated in the local
Chambers of Commerce,
the Lion’s Club, and many
non-for-profit ventures that
over the past 48 years have
woven the company into
the very fabric of what makes up the
community of Northfield. Visit them
at 1653 Winnetka Road or online at
www.raynordoor.com.
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Community News
Beach Passes
Northfield Park District residents can now purchase passes
to Winnetka swimming beaches (Tower Road, Maple Street,
and Elder Lane Beaches) at resident rates starting on March
1, 2018, thanks to a new agreement between the Northfield
and Winnetka Park Districts. Beach passes provide unlimited
beach access. Season passes must be purchased in person at
the Winnetka Park District at 540 Hibbard Road in Winnetka.
Eggstravaganza
Bring your basket and join in the fun March 31st at the annual
Eggstravaganza at Clarkson Park! Airbrush tattoos and pictures
with the Easter Bunny will be from 10:30 to 11:00 AM with the
egg hunt beginning at 11:00 AM sharp. In case of inclement
weather, the event will be held at the Community Center.

Spring Fest
The Orchard Evangelical Free Church presents Spring Fest at
their Northfield campus (315 Waukegan Road) on Saturday,
March 17th from 11:00 AM- 2:00 PM. Bring the entire family
for games, crafts, and food trucks that all ages will enjoy!
Have a Fun-filled Summer at Camp!
The Northfield Park District offers several popular camps for
children ages 3 years through 8th grade. Their flexible camp
programs let you choose the schedule that works best for
your family. Select your number of weeks, full or half day and
days of the week. Camp runs June 18th through August 10th.
Take advantage of early bird pricing until March 31st.

Calendar of Events
March

05
06
07
08
12
20
20

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Budget Workshop
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Budget Workshop #2 (If Needed)
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting

03
04
09
17
17
26
30

Plan and Zoning Commission Meeting
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
Architectural Commission Meeting
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Village Board Meeting
Police Pension Board
Plan and Zoning Commission MAY Meeting
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April

7:00 PM
6:00 PM
CANCELLED
6:00 PM
CANCELLED
5:30 PM
7:00 PM

Stay Connected with the Village!
www.facebook.com/northfieldil

Twitter at @NorthfieldIL

Northfield News
Published since 1976 by the Village of Northfield

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
5:00 PM
7:00 PM

361 Happ Rd. Northfield, IL 60093
847-446-9200 (TDD) 847-446-7131
President Joan Frazier
Trustee John Goodwin
Trustee Greg Lungmus
Trustee John Gregorio
Trustee Thomas Roszak
Trustee Allan Kaplan
Trustee Thomas Terrill
Village Hall Hours: 8 AM - 4:30 PM M-F
www.northfieldil.org
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